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The Place to Meet & Study!

Welcome to the Library! We are busier than ever; during the fall term we had
over 25,000 visitors per week. Why is the Library so popular? Millar Library is a
great place to work and relax. There are 29 student group study rooms where you
can work on projects with friends, and a student practice presentation room
where you can get ready for that all-important class presentation. Check out the
Learning and Research Center (2nd fl) because the Library has the most
comfortable computing area on campus, provides wireless access throughout the
building, and the librarians are there to answer your questions and help with
your research. The Library’s resources are also popular, whether print collections
like the Dark Horse Comics archive, or online resources such as ARTstor, a
database with nearly one million images in the areas of art, architecture, the
humanities, and social sciences. The recently upgraded Summit regional catalog,
with over 9 million titles that you can check out, is one of our most popular
services. The Library isn’t just about resources and computers; it is a center for
learning on campus. In collaboration with the Writing Center, Undergraduate
Advising and Support Center (UASC), and the Skills Enhancement and Tutoring
Center (SETC), the Library is now hosting a broad array of academic support
services, including writing help, academic advising and math tutoring. Our
librarians and staff are here to help you succeed. This is your Library, your place
to work and your place to relax.

Tom Raffensperger
Assistant University Librarian of Public Services



Helen H. Spalding,
University Librarian

Relevant Resources for
Engaged Learning

What exciting new leaders we have in the new year!
President Wim Wiewel is providing positive energy and
direction for the future at Portland State, and President-
elect Obama's inauguration is an historic event on many
levels. Both depend on your informed input and
participation.

The Portland State Library is a rich resource of information for you to mine as
you explore topics in your classes, your research, your work and your personal
life. What attracted many of us to Portland State is its intention to provide
students and faculty with relevant research experiences, engaged with the
community and often informing public decisions with local and global impact. As
they develop public policy, local, state, and federal officials are influenced by
those who elected them and those whom they serve. An educated, participating
citizenry is the cornerstone of a strong democracy and keeps our officials
accountable for their decisions on our behalf.

Now is a good time to remind yourselves of the valuable information
generated by government agencies that is available in print or online in the Millar
Library. There is not a subject you may be studying that does not have relevant,
in-depth material produced by governmental units or funded by federal grants.
Do you want to know more about landslides, or tips to save household energy, or
what the decision making process is for state funding of higher education? What
about the results of successful fine arts programs that received government
support, or regulations being considered for the banking industry?

Make the most of your opportunities at Portland State by exploring the
diverse resources in your Library, including government documents!

LIBQUAL 2008
SURVEY QUOTES

I've been using the
reference desk a lot,
and they are always
very quick and
knowledgeable.

--Undergraduate Student

I could not begin to
achieve the necessary
requirements I have for
both school and work
without the amazing
resources of the PSU
library.

--Graduate Student

This is the best
university library I
have ever had access to
in terms of
service. Librarians
have always been
helpful to me in my
research and the
classroom.

--Faculty

FedStats allows you to search over one hundred federal agencies that
“provide data and trend information on such topics as economic and
population trends, crime, education, health care, aviation safety, energy use,
farm production and more.” Agencies include the Census Bureau,
Department of Veterans Affairs, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. You can use the
MapStats link to get a statistical profile of Oregon overall and then drill down
to the county and city level.


