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Textbook

A textbook is an organized, physical 
manual for instruction covering a 
variety of topics a specific subject 
area. Typically, professors specify 
textbooks for their courses, and 
students purchase them for use.

Acquire permission.

Determine setting, 
environment, or 
situation for use.

Determine 
public 
domain, 
license, or 
copyright 
status.

Determine if use resides 
under First Sale, Fair Use
or TEACH Act guidelines.

yes

Use allowed without permission 
for one academic term.

Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.

no

yes

Use governed by contract terms.

yesPublic 
Domain?

Copyright 
Protected?

Under 
License?

no Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.


