
yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

Software yes

Definition

Classroom 
handouts

no

no

no

no

Online 
course

E-reserve

Private 
consulting

Course 
reserve

PSU faculty 
website

no

Acquire permission to embed 
downloadable software in 

course, or provide external link 
to download site.

E-reserving software 
is not permitted.

Acquire permission to 
copy or distribute software.

Software is written computer 
programming language used to execute 
tasks in a computing environment. 
Typically, application software is 
licensed for use to individuals or a site. 

Software can also be distributed as 
shareware or freeware, which doesn’t 
mean it lacks copyright protection.

Acquire permission to 
copy or distribute software.

Course reserves of software 
is not permitted.

Acquire permission to embed 
downloadable software in 

website, or provide external link 
to download site.

yes

no
Multimedia

Acquire permission to embed 
downloadable software in 

multimedia product.

Software is not typically distributed in 
courses unless it is freeware or the 

institution retains an applicable site license.

Determine setting, 
environment, or 
situation for use.

Determine 
public 
domain, 
license, or 
copyright 
status.

Determine if use resides 
under First Sale, Fair Use
or TEACH Act guidelines.

yes

Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.

no

yes

Use governed by contract terms.

yesPublic 
Domain?

Copyright 
Protected?

Under 
License?

no Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.


