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Definition

Classroom 
handouts

no

no

no

no

E-reserve

Course 
reserve

Private 
consulting

Online
course

PSU faculty 
website

no

Acquire permission from 
author to distribute or re-

use messages.

Acquire permission from author.

Online Course 
Communications

Online course communications consist of all 
email, discussion, and archived messages 
between students, instructors, teaching 
assistants and guest participants in an online 
course management, or a web-conferencing 
system.

Some messages, however, can originally be 
transmitted through standard email, or in an 
external social networking environment, such 
as blogs, wikis, or chat rooms.

Compliance with University privacy policy 
should be demonstrated for student work.

Acquire permission from author.

Acquire permission from author.

yes

no
Multimedia Acquire permission.

Acquire permission from 
author to publish, distribute 

or re-use messages.

Acquire permission.

Determine setting, 
environment, or 
situation for use.

Determine 
public 
domain, 
license, or 
copyright 
status.

Determine if use resides 
under First Sale, Fair Use
or TEACH Act guidelines.

yes

Use allowed without permission 
for one academic term.

Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.

no

Use governed by contract terms.

yesPublic 
Domain?

Copyright 
Protected?

Under 
License?

no Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.


