
yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

Determine setting, 
environment, or 
situation for use.

Government 
Document yes

A government document is a 
publication created by a local, state, or 
federal government agency.

Government documents are most often 
in the public domain, although works 
funded by government grants may have 
copyright protection.

Unlike federal government documents, 
works created by state or local 
government employees may be 
protected by copyright.

Definition

Classroom 
handouts

no

no

no

no

no

Determine 
public 
domain, 
license, or 
copyright 
status.

E-reserve

Course 
reserve

Private 
consulting

Online
course

Inter-library 
loan

PSU faculty 
website

no

Determine if use resides 
under First Sale, Fair Use
or TEACH Act guidelines.

yes

Use allowed without permission 
for one academic term.

Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.

no

Acquire permission or provide 
external link to document.

Acquire permission or provide 
external link to document.

Acquire permission or provide 
external link to document.

Acquire permission or provide 
external link to document.

Acquire permission.

Acquire permission.

Acquire permission.

yes

no
Multimedia Acquire permission.

yes

Use governed by contract terms.

yesPublic 
Domain?

Copyright 
Protected?

Under 
License?

no Use or distribution allowed without 
permission, but with attribution.

yes


